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DEAR 
G.R.A.C.E., 
 
Love Notes from the Community 
Lay Director - September 2011 
 
I think we can all agree that the 
Emmaus weekend is a “game 
changing”, “life changing” or 
“mountain top” experience. We have 
all been exposed to the love of God, 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit during 
our walk and walks we have worked.  
I know that we all understand the 
purpose of the Emmaus experience is 
to provide leadership training for the 
local churches.  In addition, I’m pretty 
sure that we all know that Jesus told 
us what was important- Love God and 
our neighbors.  I know you are with 
me so far.  I‘m sure you all know who  
our neighbors are - everyone. 
 
It occurred to me that if we are all in 
basic agreement about these issues, 
perhaps we could dig deeper.   Which 
political party did Jesus support?  
That’s right, none. The local parties of 
his time were the Jewish-Sadducees 
and the Pharisees.  I’m pretty sure that 
he wasn’t close with either one of 
them.  My question is – If we are to 
love our neighbors, what do we do if 
they are Democrats, Republicans, 
Libertarians or whatever and we are 
not? It appears that in the current 
climate in this country we proceed to 
vilify anybody who doesn’t believe 
exactly what we believe.  Perhaps we 
of the Emmaus community could 
work on keeping in mind the 
commissions that Jesus gave us.  Love 
is one of them and making disciples is 
the other.  We might even consider 
Steven Covey’s suggestion to “Seek to 
Understand Before You Seek to be 
Understood” 
 
Some of you know the Rev. Zan 
Holmes, the pastor who introduces all 
of the sessions of Disciple Study 1. 
My wife and I recently had the 
opportunity to hear Rev. Holmes 
preach at a revival at a Methodist 
Church in Fairfield, Texas. His 
scripture for the evening was Mark 5: 
1-20, the story of Jesus casting out 
demons from a man possessed. The 
demons identified themselves as 
“Legion” and were allowed to go into 

a nearby herd of pigs.  To say that the 
demon possessed man did not have his 
stuff together is an understatement.  
However, I suspect he is a bit like us. 
He was thrashing around in his chains 
attacking anyone who came near.  
However, with the help of Jesus 
Christ, he changed and got himself 
together.  We can do the same thing.  
With the help of Jesus Christ, we can 
bring civility to the conversations 
about issues in this country.  We can 
value and love people even if they 
don’t agree with everything that we 
say or do.  Love and Jesus Christ do 
conquer all - If we let them. 
 
DeColores 
 
Burton I. Love 
 
 

My Grace is sufficient… 
 

 
 
 

 
FROM OUR 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR 
 

In Chapter Nine of the book of 
Romans, the apostle Paul, after 
celebrating the liberating love of Jesus 
Christ, turns his heart to the very 
people who had spurned him and the 
gospel hope. These are his words, “I 
am speaking the truth in Christ - I am 
not lying; my conscience confirms it 
by the Holy Spirit- I have great sorrow 
and unceasing anguish in my heart. 
For I could wish that I myself 
accursed and cut off from Christ for 
the sake of my own people, my 
kindred according to the flesh. They 
are my people…”  
 
Every time I read those words, I am 
struck about the passion Paul had for 
his people. Wow. I would even be cut 
off if it meant that these folk came to 
know Christ. How many of us can say 
and mean that? Every time I read 
those words, I get jealous to have that 
kind of passion for ‘my people’ in my 
life.  So I am praying that God would 



enliven my passion for all people. I 
am praying it for our Churches. I am 
praying it for the walk leaders. I am 
praying for all the Pilgrims. I am 
praying it for a people called Emmaus. 
May the passion of our hearts be that 
God’s people- our people- will know 
the living Lord. I hope you get to join 
in celebrating the walks.  May God’s 
Name be ever praised…Amen. 
 
Ricky Ricks 
 
 

MEN’S WALK #58 
SEP 29, 2011 – OCT 2, 2011 

CAMP GILMONT  
 

Walk #58 Pilgrims  
 

Mark Bean - Mineloa 
Mark Bewley - Ore City 
Seth Callahan - Longview 
Bruce Carroll - Kilgore 
Kevin Chudej - Tyler 
Jimmy Deverell - Tyler 
Jacob Garland - Gladewater 
Elton Hagler - Longview 
Keith Higgins - Paris 
Paul Hildreth - Tyler 
Johnny Holcomb - Chandler 
Mark Jarrard - Palestine 
Charles Lowry - Mineola 
William Peikert - Athens 
Kevin Pierce - Flint 
Harold Rash - Athens 
Thomas Smith - Tyler 
Ralph Swanson - Eustace 
Michael Tucker - Longview 
Edwardo Villarreal - Palestine 
Dylan Withers - Lewisville 
Mark Wittig – Gladewater 
 

Team #58 
 

David McPherson - LD 
Richard Luna - SD 
Lou Thomas - ASD 
Jarratt Major - ASD 
David Diller - ASD 
David Barnes - ALD 
Jay  Edwards - ALD 
David Barnard - ALD 
Tom McDonald - ALD 
Tom Perdue - TL 
Craig  Babka - TL 
Ken Braswell - TL 
Michael Johnston - TL 
Charles Cox - TL 
Lane Bosley - TL 
Derek Hamm - ATL 
Randy Cox - ATL 

Shawn Heatherly - ATL 
Roger Owen - ATL 
Pat Moser - ATL 
Ray Holland - ATL 
Mitch Shamburger - MD 
Andy Christopher - MT 
Bryan Jeanes - ST-CH 
Gene Skeen Jr. - ST-CH 
Mac Young - ST-CH 
Gil Maroney - ST-CH 
Chuck Reed - ST-D 
Mike Halladay - ST-O 
Larry Jones - ST-O 
Gaston Deberry - ST-O 
Art Gould - ST-O 
Burton Love - ST-O 
Dennis Gage - ST-O 
Brent Abernathy - ST-O 
Pat Thompson - ST-O 
Dan Matthews – BR 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S WALK #59 
OCT 27, 2011 – OCT 30, 2011 

CAMP GILMONT 
 

 
 

SAME GRACE,  
DIFFERENT VENUE 

 
  A special note to my Emmaus 
family, just wanted to let you all know 
about the exciting direction God is 
leading me.  I am presently on a 
Kairos Outside North Texas Team, the 
weekend will be very much like an 
Emmaus Weekend except all guests 
have one thing in common they have a 
loved one that is incarcerated. 
(Weekend lasts from Friday evening 
until Sunday afternoon) They are all 
female guests but they do not need to      
be a Christian. Even though all team 
members must be a Christian and have 
all been on a 3 day Christian 
movement (Emmaus, Cursillo, Tres 
Dias, Kairos, Outside Kairos).  What I 
have gleaned from working many 
Kairos weekends is that there is a 
great need to have a Kairos Outside 
here in East Texas.  First and 
foremost, I am asking my prayer 
warriors   to keep this up and coming 
Kairos Outside Weekend in your 
prayers (the weekend is happening the 
same weekend as Women's Emmaus 
weekend) that should be easy to 
remember.  Second, I would like all to 
be open to the leading of the Holy 

Spirit to see if you would like to be 
involved in a ministry such as this, 
many opportunities:  
 
1. Startup committee see where it 

goes from here.(need men and 
women) 

2.  Be on the 1st Kairos Outside East 
Texas team (need women and 
men(men work as servants in the 
background) 

3.  If you do know of any ladies 
which would be interested in 
attending such a weekend they or 
yourself could get in touch with 
me.  

 
After speaking with several ladies who 
are experiencing such a devastating 
life style, most feel alone and ashamed 
of what they are going through and 
very often share little of this with 
anyone.  So to get them in touch and 
find support with others in their 
similar situation is what this is all 
about.  We are there to just LISTEN, 
LISTEN, LOVE, LOVE. Bring the 
love of Christ to each one of them. 
Feel free to contact me through email:                
 
Sandee Perdue Grace Walk #2 sat at 
the Table of Faithfulness: 
                   abiquangel@yahoo.com  
  
REMEMBER YOUR WALK TO 
EMMAUS “Christ is counting on 
you”.     
 
 

 

AGAPE 

 Agape is needed for the two 
upcoming Walks 

 If you make bed agape, you 
will need to make 36 items. 



 If you make agape for the 
entire conference room, make 
61 

 For only conference room 
Pilgrims, TL and ATL make 
48 

 For Dining Room Agape 
make 61. 

 For Dining Room agape to 
include outside team make an 
additional 10 

 Be original. Try not to copy 
ideas that have already been 
done.  

 Food and Drink agape is 
needed. Homemade food 
makes Pilgrims feel special. 

 You can bring your agape to 
Thursday Night send off or 
get it to any community, team 
or board member. 

 Walks #58 and #59 are 
counting on you, in fact, 
"Christ is counting on you!" 

                                                                                    
Judy Hawn 

 
 
 

PRAYER VIGILS 
 

We still have over 60 places left on 
both the Men’s and Women’s prayer 
Vigils. Please take a few minutes and 
find a time slot to pray for the 
Pilgrims on the upcoming 
Walks…The Prayer Vigil links are on 
the home page of our Grace Emmaus 
Web Site. 
 

Men’s Walk 
 

Women’s Walk 
 
DeColores 
Jay Edwards 

 

GATHERING NEWS 
 

 

     
The Canton group organized a 
delightful gathering for August at 
FUMC Canton. David and Dee 
Calhoun were quite meticulous in 
planning and preparing all activities 
(Dee was really the one who did the 
preparing… David and all the rest of 
the Canton bunch were the 
cheerleaders). The music presented by 
the church praise band was truly 
incredible. 
  
The next gathering is being hosted by 
the good folks in Troup (Troup is the 
“one horse town” 19 miles South East 
of Tyler, on Hwy 110 where pastor 
Mike Cline hangs his hat). This 
gathering is being organized by Diana 
Frachiseur et.al. and is set for 
September 17, 2011 at 5 pm. A 
covered dish dinner is at 5:30 and 
worship at 6:30 pm (or whenever 
Pastor Mike calls us to action)  See 
you in Troup. 

 

  
 
 

LAY DIRECTORS FOR 
UPCOMING WALKS 

Men’s Walk #58 
Camp Gilmont 

September 29-October 2, 2011 
Lay Director:  David McPherson 

 
Women’s Walk #59 

Camp Gilmont 
October 27-30, 2011 

Lay Director:  Cindy Hooser 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2011 GRACE BOARD 
 
 

Gathering Coordinator 
George Asaaf 
geeassaf@suddenlink.net 
903-569-6553 
 
Team Selection/Nomination Chair 
Walk Clean-up Coordinator 
Ken Braswell 
braswellsbb@aol.com 
903-677-3341 (h) 
903-288-5949 (c) 
 
Chuck Reed 
chuck.reed@ymail.com 
(903) 845-8128 (h) 
(903) 918-4196 (c) 
 
Wall Agape/Prayer Vigil Coordinator 
Jay Edwards 
jedwards@eastman.com 
903-844-2412 (h) 
903-235-6935 (c) 
903-237-5460 (w) 
 
Book Table Coordinator 
Diana Frachiseur 
Tdhbe05@yahoo.com 
903-842-3030 (h) 
903-571-2646 (c) 
 
Gift Agape Coordinator 
Judy Hawn 
Jacieh2002@yahoo.com 
903-681-1565 
 
Secretary 
Cindy Hooser 
andysue13@yahoo.com  
903-939-9528 (h) 
903-530-5174 (c) 
 
Agape Banquet/Afterglow 
Joe Tew 
joe@tylerrosenursery.com 
903-859-3385 
 
Babe Chick Training 
Patti Jones 
Shellie47@aol.com 
903-469-3431 (h) 
 
Community Lay Director 
Burton Love 
burtonlove@embarqmail.com 
903-425-3864 
 



Exificio 
Dan Matthews 
danmatt4497@hughes.net 
903-338-2136 (h) 
903-948-9039 (c) 
 
Music Coordinator 
Tom McDonald 
tom@tommc.net 
themcdss@sbcglobal.net 
903-534-4911 (h) 
903-571-8011 (c) 
903-894-8116 (w) 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Philip McKanna 
pmckanna@osisoft.com 
903-663-2155 (h) 
903-746-5628 (c) 
903-353-9052 (w) 
 
Woodworking Coordinator 
Publication Coordinator 
Elizabeth Minor 
mnm-design@msn.com 
903-657-8112 (h) 
903-720-1740 (c) 
 
Sponsorship Training 
Tom Perdue 
tomdue@gmail.com 
903-218-1578 (h) 
903-571-3199 (c) 
 
Assistant Community Lay Director 
Treasurer 
Jo Anne Skeen 
joanneskeen@gmail.com 
903-723-2189 (h) 
903-391-1664 (c) 
903-723-6143 (w) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NON-ELECTED POSITIONS  
 
Registrar 
Philip & Lynda McKanna 
lmckanna@beerwells.com 
pmckanna@osisoft.com 
903-746-4262 (c) 
903-746-5628 (c) 
 
Webmaster 
Tom Perdue 
tomdue@gmail.com 
903-218-1578 (h) 
903-571-3199 (c) 
 
Spiritual Director 
Ricky Ricks 
rjricks@fumchenderson.org 
(903) 657-6588 
 
  
 
Tyler Emmaus Community 
DBH: GRACE Emmaus 
Community 
P.O. Box 132212 
Tyler, TX  75713-2212 
 
  
 
 
Philip & Lynda McKanna 
GRACE REGISTRAR 
P.O. Box 56 
Diana, TX 75640 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ELECTION TIME 

 
The following ballot contains the names of God’s people that have said they would be willing to serve on the 
GRACEmmaus Board of Directors, if asked. They are each willing to make a three-year commitment if elected and serve 
our community to the best of their ability. Please take time to look over the ballot and select the 5 that you choose. You 
may turn in your ballot by mailing it to: 

Tyler Emmaus  
GRACE Community 

P.O. Box 132212 
Tyler, TX  75713-2212 

  
Or, you may bring it to the next Gathering or Candlelight. Ballots will be available at all events between now and the 
Gathering in November. 
 

BOARD NOMINEES FOR 2012-2015 
 
 
C J Cox - Grace 52 
  
Carol DeRieux 
 
Elizabeth Deverell - Grace 57 
 
Kayla Hamm - Grace 55 
 
Karol Johnston - Grace 49 
 
David McPherson - Grace 3 
 
Pat Moser - Grace 54 
 
Shirley Starkey - North East Texas 1997 
 
Mac Young - Grace 56 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GRACE EMMAUS 
 

The G.R.A.C.E. Emmaus Community wishes to continue to spread the life changing experience that an Emmaus weekend can deliver.  
Won’t you help us by donating funds for scholarships for both pilgrims and team members or the general fund of our community? 
 
We are asking you to consider donate $5, $10, $25 monthly or whatever amount you would like to set the donation to.  This monthly 
donation will be debited automatically from your bank account on or about the 15th of the month. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our Emmaus community.   
DeColores 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE INFORMATION BELOW: 
Name:            
Address:           
City, State, Zip:          
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